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CEDAR VALLEY CHARACTER COUNTS COMMITTEE RECEIVES 2009 IOWA CHARACTER AWARD


WATERLOO—The Cedar Valley Character Counts Committee (CVCCC) has been selected as the recipient of the 2009 Iowa Character Award on Saturday, October 17 in West Des Moines at the Iowa Character Awards Banquet.  Members of the local delegation were on hand to receive the award.

The Award, presented by the state organization Character Counts! In Iowa, is given to the Iowa community that has developed an active task force and a comprehensive, sustained community-wide initiative supporting the Six Pillars of Character – Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship – and has integrated character development throughout the entire community.


Formed in late 2005, the CVCCC’s mission is to grow awareness of and involvement in the Character Counts! Program locally, assisting in developing citizens who live, model and encourage positive character in home, business, community and service organizations and faith communities.


Last April, CVCCC hosted the first annual Champions of Character event at the 5 Sullivan Brothers Convention Center, recognizing students who consistently demonstrated outstanding achievement in modeling the Six Pillars.  Three hundred people attended.


Just a few of the other activities leading to the Award include CVCCC hosting the Waterloo Coaches’ Classic, an annual meeting of all middle and high school coaches who were introduced to the program “Pursuing Victory With Honor”; encouraging the Waterloo Kiwanis to sponsor a fifth-grade essay contest; developing a Character Counts Initiative Community Forum hosted by the Waterloo Community Schools where Executive Director of the Institute for Character Development Scott Raecker spoke; and helping Cedar Falls and Waterloo educators attend “Athletes:  Building or Revealing Character”, presented by the Institute.


Various training sessions are held for local counselors and family support workers on the implementation of the Pillars.  Numerous presenters have spoken to metro-area students, including former Governor Robert D. Ray.  Allen College hosted a reception for the Young Leaders of Character, punctuating the establishment of the state’s second youth training core.  


The Cedar Valley is home to several other Character Counts! Award winners.  In 2005, Uyntha Duncan was named Citizen of Character.  In 2008, Waterloo Community Schools’ counselor Rod Payne was named Iowa Girls’ High School Character Counts! Coach of the Year. Waterloo student Ashlyn Kullen was named the 2008 Citizen of Character winner, and Hellman Design was named an honorable mention winner as a 2008 Organization of the Year.  In both 2007 and ’08, Price Laboratory School was selected among 133 applicants as one of 25 National Finalists in its National Schools of Character awards program.


The Cedar Valley Character Counts Committee was recognized on October 17 in West Des Moines at the Iowa Character Awards Banquet.  


To join the local Character Counts Committee, contact Bruce Clark, Chair, Liberty Bank, 319-233-8527, or email bclark@libertybankiowa.com
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